
8 Traits of Mid century modern design

MidLCentury. modernz. often. shortened. to.
MCMz..is.an.architectural.and.product.design.
style. that. came. to. prominence. roughly.
between.World.War.l.and.the.1970Ts..It.was.a.
time. when. many. American. architects. were.
looking.ahead.for.ideas.rather.than.over.their.
shoulders.. Designers. were. inspired. by. a.
collective. optimism. that. embraced.
innovation. and. the. achievements. of. the.
industrial.revolution.

MCM. homes. open. to. their. surroundings. and.
foster.a.connection.through.generous.window.
openings. and. projecting. overhangs.. This.
openness. demonstrates. an. appreciation. of.
nature. that. is. also. reflected. in. the. use. of.
natural. materials. like. stone. and. wood.. At.
times. this. natural. appreciation. is. expressed.
through. contrast. with. newer. materials. such.
as.plasticz.aluminumz.and.steel.

MidLCentury. modern. design. is. inherently.
democraticz. with. an. emphasis. on. targeting.
the.needs.of.average.Americans.living.in.post.
war. America.. For. this. reason. function. and.
form.were.equally.important.

The.features.of.Mid.Century.Design.are.traits.
applicable.to.good.design.of.any.era.

 

Geometric Shapes.. House. shapes. are. based. on.
simple. geometric. formsz. often. boxesz. or. linked.
boxes..Materials.are.used.in.wellLdefined.planes.
and.vertical.forms.juxtaposed.against.horizontal.
elements. for. dramatic. effect.. Windows. that.
follow.a.sloping.roof.echo.itTs.simple.geometry.

Open, flowing interior spaces.. Livingz. dining.
and.kitchen.spaces.flow.together.as.part.of.one.
contiguous. interior. space. reflecting. a. more.
casual. way. of. life.. Architectural. elements. that.
donTt.touch.the.ceiling.allow.for.the.partitioning.
of.spaces.that.require.privacy.while.maintaining.
this.spirit.of.openness..These.elements.could.be.
screensz. cabinets. or. panels. that. frame. views.
while.concealing.other.areas.

Low, horizontal massing..MCM.homes.are.often.
a. one. story. ranch. with. a. flat. roofsz. broad. roof.
overhangsz. and. an. emphasis. on. horizontal.
planes.. Their. horizontality. manifests. their.
connection.to.the.earth.
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Indoor and outdoor experiences.x Manyx timesx thex
approachxtoxanxMCMxhomexleadsxyouxtoxanxentrywayx
thatx isx solidx andx private.x Asx youx makex yourx wayx
throughxthexhomexthexinteriorxbecomesxincreasinglyx
transparent,x untilx youx reachx ax commonx area,x suchx
asxthexlivingxroom,xwherexthexinteriorsxopenxtoxthex
landscapex andx view.x Largex sectionsx ofx windowsx orx
glassxdoorsxenablexaxfreexflowxofxairxandxlight.xThisx
orchestratedxsequencexofxexperiencesxaccomplishesx
severalxthings;xitxmaintainsxthexprivacyxofxthexhomex
towardx thex street,x itx createsx ax pleasurablex
experiencex movingx throughx thex spaces,x andx itx
rewardsx thex viewerx withx ax delightfulx viewx atx thex
end.x x Inx somexhouses,x stonexaccentxwallsxorxwaterx
featuresx appearx tox passx fromx insidex throughx thex
exteriorx wallx ofx thex housex visuallyx illustratingx thex
connectionx tox naturex thatx hasx inspiredx thex
designers.

Natural Materials.x x Thex naturalx beautyx ofx ax
materialx isx allowedx tox speakx forx itself.x Wood,x
stainedx ratherx thanx painted,x expressesx itsx
naturalx character.x Exposedx woodx beamsx andx
woodx ceilingsx arex common.x Inx manyx casesx
exteriorxwoodxisxalsoxstained.xStonexwalls,xstonex
walkways,xandxbrickxfloorsxarexcommon,xthoughx
usedxinxsimplifiedxway.

Generous use of glass and natural light.x MCMx
homesxhavexlotsxofxwindowsxthatxarextreatedxasx
axmaterialxfromxwhichxtoxcomposexanxenclosurex
ratherx thanx merelyx ax holex punchedx inx ax wall.x
Theyx arex placedx withx considerationx ofx privacyx
fromxthexstreetxandxtoxemphasizexaxviewxofxthex
gardensx orx landscapex inx thex back.x Clerestoryx
windows,x locatedx highx onx thex wall,x justx belowx
thex roofline,x arex ax commonx featurex ofx MCMx
houses.xWindowsxarexnoxlongerxportholesxtoxthex
outside,x butx largex expansesx ofx floorx tox ceilingx
glassx providingx dramaticx viewsx andx introducingx
naturalxlightxdeepxintoxthexinteriorxofxhomes.
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Absence of ornament.m Youmdomnotm seem am lotm ofm
profiledmtrimminmanmMCMmhousefmOrnamentationmism
avoidedm becausem itm ism thoughtm tom detractm fromm
them beautym ofm am simplifiedm formfm m Decorativem
moldingsm andm elaboratem trimm arem eliminatedm orm
greatlym simplifieddm givingm waym tom am cleanm
aestheticmwheremmaterialsmmeetminmsimpledmwells
executedmjointsf

Innovative use of materials and systems.mMCMm
designersm experimentedm withm newlym developeddm
sometimesm fragiledm materialsm suchm asm plasticdm
plywoodm andm fiberglassfm Structuralm systemsm ofm
woodm timbersmorm steelm aremexposedm tom viewmandm
treatedmasmbothmdecorationmandm structurefmGlassm
ism availablem inm largerm dimensionsm allowingm
expansivemopeningsfmOftenmexteriorsmaremwrappedm
inm simplem boardm claddingfm Whenm traditionalm
materialsdm suchm asm brickm andm stonedm arem useddm
theym arem detailedm asm simpledm unornamentedm
massesmandmplanesfm

Midscenturymmodernmhomesmcanmhavemampositivem
impactm onm themwaym youm feelfm Lightsfilleddm openm
spacesm arem energizingfm Openm livingm spacesm
providemopportunitiesmforminteractionmwithmotherm
peopledm enablingm familym conversationm andm
entertainingm opportunitiesfm Bringingm naturem
indoorsm throughm texturem andm am connectionm tom
outdoorm spacesm createsm am calmingm environmentm
formrelaxationf
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